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TRAILING ARBUTUS. 
By ETHEL HATTON. 
HAIFTING clouds and leaden skies, 
Wintry wind that wailing sighs ; 
Barren wood and branches bare, 
Dead leaves scattered everywhere. 
leaped in hollows or wind sti 
(Like a flock of frightened bi 
Rush the leaves, or falling fleet, 
A carpet spread for winter’s Jeet. 
Silhouetted ’gainst the skies 
Dim and misty mountains rise, 
While through branches naked, tall, 
Peers the ghost-moon over all. 
“Tired heart!’ I whispered, “See! 


How well thy life has pictured thee.” 


Then, beneath a leafless oak, 
Faint and rare a fragrance woke; 


And I stopped and, bending low, 
Full of thoughts of long ago, 


Pushed the rain-soaked ferns asid 
And this perfect flower descried— 
Hidden like a thought of God 
"Mid the dead leaves and the sod. 
* * * ‘* * 


Ah, many an unknown bloom is ours 


If we but stoop to find the flowers. 


"Mid life’s dead leaves, perchance may wait 
A key to Eden's shining gate. 








Illustrating “** Captain Scarlet at Fault.” 
‘FOR FULLY HALF A MINUTE THEY STOOD THUS.”’ 





